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A Report to the Governor and the Forty-Ninth Legislature 


The Blacktail Stalewent 


a September retreat held at the 
Blacktail Ranch near Helena, the Montana 
State Library Commission formalized its 
goals and plans for the future. The result 
of its efforts, 
Statement, is the culmination of work by 
the State Library staff, the Montana 
Library Services Advisery Council, and the 
Commission to focus the mission of the 

State Library and library services in 
Montana. The statement sees library 
cooperation as the key in reaching the goal 


During 


of every Montanan having access to _ the 
state's library resources. 

The Blacktail Statement reaffirms the 
State Library Commission's belief that 
free, publicly-funded libraries are 


essential in a democracy if citizens are to 
have free and open access to information. 
The statement sees a future where 
federations will Jink not only public 
libraries but academic, school and special 
libraries as well. It encourages efforts 
in the state multitype library 
cooperation. 

The Western Library Network (WLN) is 
seen as one important step in linking the 


for 


state's libraries. By the use of WLN's 
online records and by the use of MonCat, 
the state's expanding union’ catalog, 


Montanans will become increasingly aware of 
collections held in all of the state's 
libraries. The statement also sees the 


need of rural Montana for specialists and 
new technologies. It encourages’ the 
development of interlibrary loan 


capabilities at every public library in the 
slater 


Several specific issues are addressed in 


the Blacktail Statement. Collection 
development policies are seen as a 
necessity to libraries. Public hearings 
are to be held in advance of the 1989 


legislature to propose changes to 
library Jaws. A study for the 
(continued on next page) 
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certification of public librarians is also 
requested, as are needs assessments for 
library services to the deaf, the 


illiterate and functionally illiterate. 

The 1985 Blacktail Statement is an 
important step by the State Library 
Commission to guide the direction’ of 
library service in Montana. It strengthens 


the role of public library federations as 
they work to provide all Montanans with 
access to all the state's library 


resources. 


Mountain Lady Slipper 


NEW PROGRAMS 


Natural Resource Information System 


The Montana Natural Resource Information 
System (NRIS) was created by the 1985 
Legislature. It is being designed for the 
acquisitions, storage and retrieval of 
natural resource information statewide. 


The system will promote the sharing of 
information among state agencies and will 
provide a means to make information § on 


Montana's resources readily accessible and 
available to persons needing’ that 
information. NRIS director Larry Thompson 
also administers the Montana Natural 
Heritage Program (see below). 


Natural Heritage Program 


The Natural Heritage Program, 
by the 1985 Legislature and the privately 
funded Nature Conservancy, was established 
at the State Library in 1985. The program 
is designed to create a statewide database 
on Montana's rich biological diversity. 
Data relating to rare plants, animals, and 
plant communities is being collected and 
will be made available to all interested 


sponsored 


parties. The program will greatly improve 
the availability of this data and help 
public and private groups more quickly 


determine the environmental impact of any 
development. 


LEGISLATION REVIEW 


Several significant pieces of library 
legislation were passed during the 1985 
session. SB 332 provided the confidential 


ity of library records. HB 394 provided a 
per diem compensation for the State Library 
Commission. The legislature also provided 
$375,000 for the partial funding of the 
Natural Resource Information System/Natural 
Heritage Program which are now based at the 
State Library. 
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MONCAT 
"Please realize that we are, in Molt, 30 


miles from the nearest public library and 


50 miles one way from our county library. 
Other rural areas are even more remote. 
MonCat gives us a- vital information 
source." 


Trudi noun 
Molt 
"We have a special interest in the 
continuation of this useful library tool 
[MonCat] as we are primed to spend grant 
money to enter our holdings in WLN and thus 
share our resources." 
Loren Thompson 
Chrycentie Liggett 
Roundup 


Montana's first union catalog, MonCat, 
received by the library community with 
much enthusiasm. In February approximately 
300 librarians participated in workshops 
held around the state to learn the possible 
uses of MonCat: interlibrary Joan, 
cataloging, collection development... 

This first edition in microfiche format 
contained 700,000 holdings records from 48 
Montana Libraries. Responding to grass- 
roots support for the continuation of 
MonCat, the State Library Commission voted 
to underwrite the cost of a Moncey 
supplement in 1986. The supplement wil 
contain another 700,000 records from 6/7 
libraries and will further improve access 
to the state's resources. 
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STATE LIBRARY SERVICES AND USAGE 


Montana Public, Academic and Special 
Libraries 

The libraries 

through: 


State library serves 


Reference service to Montana libraries: 
4,409 information requests; 333 online 
searches; 4,147 materials circulated. 


Distribution of 19,509 state government 
publications to 18 public, academic and 
special libraries. 

Publication of the Montana  Librar 
Directory and The Montana State Library 
News (circulation 1,200). 


88 consultative activities, including 
30 visits to libraries. 


Administration and distribution’ of 
$377,519 coal severance tax funds to public 
library federations. 


Blind and Physically Handicapped 
In 1985 the Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped: 


Circulated 75,448 talking books and 
cassettes to over 1,800 users. Circulation 
increased 9% and the number of users rose 
16%. 

Provided 1,077 talking books’ and 
cassettes to nursing homes, group homes, 
and public schools. Distributed 1,164 
talking book machines to new users and 
persons needing new equipment. Added 
12,809 copies of new talking books and 
cassettes to the collection. 


Responded to users with 17,452 letters 


and telephone calls, a 16% increase. 


Coordinated 6,266 hours of volunteer 
service at a market value of $45,000. 


Began the Montana Prison Recording 
Program that employed 11 inmates working a 
total of 5,148 hours at a fair market value 
of $45,000. 


Employees of State Government 


The Reference and Information Services 
Department provided a variety of 
services for state government employees: 


Filled 6,839 information requests, from 
the lending of books and reports to 
assistance with complex research projects. 


Performed 517 searches from computer 
databases. 

Borrowed 4,078 items from other 
libraries throughout the country. 
Circulated 18,002 books, government 


publications and magazine articles from the 
State Library collection. 
Residents of Montana Institutions 

The State Library provides services to 
residents of institutions either directly 
or by contracts with public’ libraries. 
Direct services are provided to: Montana 
Developmental Center, Montana State 
Hospital (Warm Springs and Galen combined), 
Montana State Prison, Mountain View School, 
and the Women's Correctional Center. 

Public library contracted services are 
provided to: Center for the Aged, Eastmont 
Human Services Center, Pine Hills School, 
School for the Deaf and Blind, Swan River 
Youth Camp, and Montana Veteran's Home. 


Technical Services 


Automation and resource sharing: The 
State Library continues to participate in 


the Western Library Network (WLN), a 
a database shared by over 250 Pacific 
Northwest libraries and used for 
cataloging, interlibrary loans and 


acquisitions. 


Acquisitions and government publica- 


tions: 1,024 titles were added to the 
collection that now totals 67,374 titles. 
14,929 volumes of federal government 


publications were added to the collection. 
Library Development 


1985 was a year of transition for 
Library Development at the State Library. 
Two long-time employees, Beth Givens and 
Alene Cooper, left the staff while Sheila 
Cates assumed the position of Coordinator 
of Library Services. 

The Collection Development Committee 
sponsored a series of six workshops around 


the state attended by 144 persons. The Title II Construction Projects FY 1985; 
Automation Committee made recommendations 


to the State Library Commission on the Sue) Amount 
future of library automat ion in Montana. Butte-Silver Bow Public Library $14,200 
The committee also made itself available to Public meeting room 
local libraries for consultation on 

automation. A Continuing Education Great Falls Public Library $ 2,000 
Committee was established by the State Energy conservation of windows 


Library Commission to outline a state plan 
on that subject. 
LSCA {Library Services and Construction 


Havre-Hill County Library $84,710 
Remodeled building for library 


Act) activities were many and varied in Mineral County Library $ 2,600 
1985. In March, a series of six grant Remodeling for handicapped access 
writing/fund raising workshops were held in Saeean herr : i; pone 
each library federation, attendance Se TEM SOMA Serum! abies ei 22s 

; betes : Replacement of glass doors 
totalling 156 persons. Providing public 
library service to the residents of the Sidney Public Library $61,000 
Rocky Boy Reservation was the focus of Expansion and remodeling 


another grant. The tribal high school was 
given an expanded collection and extended 
hours to serve all of the reservation. The 
largest LSCA project funded the creation of 
MonCat, Montana's first union catalog. 


650 copies of this public document were published at an 
estimated cost of 23¢ percopy, for a total cost of $150.00, 
which includes $150.00 for printing and $.00 for distribu- 
tion. 


FY 1985 MONTANA STATE LIBRARY FINANCIAL OVERVIEW: Expenditures by Program and Fund 


General) Federal Coal Other Total 
Fund Funds: LSCA Severance Expenditures 
Tax ‘ 
Program 1 - Reference and $266,755 $ 92,534 $ 13,248 2,630 Sd Sey, 
Information Services 
Program 2 - Library Development 42 ,057 554 ,920* 400 ,439** 997 ,416 
Program 3 - Institutional 17 ,092 49 ,425 66,517 
Library Service 
Program 4 - Service to the 53,861 88 ,64) 142 ,502 
Blind & Physically Handicapped 
Program 5 - Administration 140,381 37,491 WP 38H 
Program 6 - Technical Services 63,774 29 ,863 27,649 121,286 
TOTALS $583,920 $852 ,874 $441,336 $2,630 $1,880,760 


*$488,141 distributed as grants. 
*#$377,519 distributed as grants. 
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